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Ministry of Health, Nutrition & Indigenous Medicine

General Circular No: &1 -09 /2017
All Provincial Directors of Health Services
All Regional Directors of Health Services

All Heads of Institutions

All Medical Officers of Health

Guideline to Admission of a Pregnant Mother to Obstetric Ward

In order to further reduction of Neonatal Mortality Rate in Sri Lanka this circular is issued by
giving due consideration to the following :

¢ Improving health outcomes of preterm infants

e Ensuring quality care shortly before/during childbirth

¢ Ensuring respectful care during labour for the mother.

Accordingly admission criteria for Obstetric wards will be changed as follow with effect from
01.01.2017.

1. Pregnant mother(POA 2 24 weeks)
¢ Presents with signs of labourshould bedirectly admitted to Obstetric ward.
¢ Develops signs of labour while in the Gynecology ward should be
transferred to labour room for childbirth.

2. Pregnant mother (POA <28 weeks) with any other morbidity should be admitted to
Gynecology ward.

3. Pregnant mother (POA 228 weeks) should be admitted to Obstetric ward.
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You are instructed tocomply with above the instructions and make every effort to provide quality
care to pregnant mothersin pretermiabour.

.................................... CJ ML W. Jayasundara Bandara
LMW Jayasupdany Bandara DDrirector General of Health Services (Acting)

Ministry of Health, Nutrition & Indigenous Medicing,
Acting Director General Health Services No. 365, "Suwasiripaya",
Rev. Baddegama Wimalawansa Thero Mw,
Colombo 10.

Cc: Secretary — Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine
Addl.Secretary / Medical Services

AliProvincial Secretaries of Health

All Deputy Director General of Health Services

Director/ Family Health Bureau

Director/ Tertiary Care services

Director/ Medical Services

President/ Sri Lanka Collage of Medical Administration

President /Sri Lanka Collage of Obstetrician and Gynecologists
President/Sri Lanka Collage of Pediatricians

President /Collage of Collage of Community Physicians Sri Lanka
President/ Sri Lanka Medical Association
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