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 சுகாதார போசணை மற்றும் சுதேச வைத்திய அமைச்சு
Ministry of Health, Nutrition & Indigenous Medicine


All Provincial Directors of Health Services
All Regional Directors of Health Services
All Heads of the Specialized Hospitals
All Obstetricians & Gynaecologists
All Paediatricians / Neonatologists
All Heads of the Private Health Institutions
Director – National Institute of Health Sciences

Implementation of the National Feto-infant Mortality Surveillance System
-Hospital Perinatal Mortality Surveillance

The implementation of the feto-infant surveillance commenced both in the hospitals and at the field levels from 1st January 2016 as instructed in DGHS letter No: FHB/EH/12/2015 dated 24.02.2016. 

Further emphasizing the instructions given in Guidelines on National Feto-infant Mortality Surveillance, you are instructed to implement following steps with regard to perinatal deaths in your hospital;

1. All fetuses and neonates (up to 7 days of age) weighing > 500 g or >22 weeks of POG at birth, whether alive or dead at birth (and later died), should be included in perinatal death surveillance at hospital level. 
2. All perinatal deaths (>22 weeks POG or > 500g weight up to 7 days after birth) of both government and private hospitals should be notified to the head of the institute by the medical officer confirming the death (at obstetric or paediatric unit) using the Perinatal Death Documentation Format (P 1) within 24 hours. 
(Filling of H-26 is no longer necessary).
3. All hospitals with specialized units (Obstetrics and/or Paediatric/Neonatological) should conduct monthly Hospital Perinatal Mortality Surveillance Meetings. 
The participation of the relevant officers at this meeting is mandatory.
4. After the meeting, Monthly Report - Hospital Perinatal Mortality Surveillance Meeting (P - 2) should be sent within one week to Director (MCH) by the head of the institute. All individual Perinatal Death Documentation Formats of the month should be attached to the Monthly Report.
5. The Certificate of Still Birth (B22) for all foetal deaths > 28 weeks of POG and the Declaration of Death (B 33) for all live borns (irrespective of the POG) and later died should be filled by the medical officer confirming the death. 




6. Disposal of the dead bodies should be undertaken only after the registration of the death with the area Death Registrar.

All heads of all levels of hospitals (both in the government & private sector) are advised to facilitate the implementation of Perinatal Mortality Surveillance by establishing the information flow with the help of relevant staff involved. 

You are instructed to copy this letter and attached formats (P -1 & P – 2) to all relevant officials and/or institutions for the successful implementation of the system.


…………………………………………..

Dr. PG Maheepala
Director General of Health Services

Cc:	Secretary Health – Ministry of Health
	Additional Secretary – Medical Services & Public Health Services
	DDGs – Medical Services I & II, ET & R
	DDG – PHS II
	Directors (MCH / TCS / MS / Private Health Sector Development / Nursing)
Presidents - Sri Lanka College of Obstetricians & Gynecologists/ Sri Lanka College of Pediatricians / College of Community Physicians of Sri Lanka / Sri Lanka College of Forensic Pathologists / Perinatal Society of Sri Lanka / Sri Lanka College of Pathologists / Sri Lanka College of Administrators / Sri Lanka Medical Association
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385, Rev. Baddegama Wimalawansa Thero Mawatha, Colombo 10, Sri Lanka. 
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