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All Provincial Secretaries of Health

All Provincial Directors of Health Services

All Regional Directors of Health Services

All Directors/Officers in Charge of Medical Institutions

All Directoré ﬂof Special programmes

Director, National Institute of Health Science

All Medical Officers of Maternal and Child Health

Chief MOH, Municipal Council, Colombo

All Medical Qfﬁcers of Health

“Youth Health” — Responsible orgaﬁizatiop_lvithin the Ministry of Health

Adolescence is defined as the age group between 10-19 years while 15 to 24 year olds belong to “Youth”.
Population estimates shows that there are 3.7 million adolescents and 3.2 million youth in Sri Lanka with

the potential to shape a country’s economic prospects in the future.

Several partners are involved in implementation of programmes for adolescents and youth within the
Ministry of Hea]th, leading to overlapping, inefficient use of resources and confusion among health and
other non health government officials. Therefore it is important to identify a national level focal point
responsible for the overall Adolescent and Youth Health Programme for its smooth and efficient
functioning. The Ministry of Health has taken the decision to conibine the responsiﬂbilities of Adolescent

health and Youth health.

The Family Health Bureau, being the focal point for the Family Health and Child Health (0-18 Years) was
involved in adolescent health activities since 1990 and has been instrumental in implementing adolescent
health activities. Considering program relevance and the above factors, the Family Health Bureau could
be considered as the most appropriate institution fo act as the focal point for Adolescent and Youth Health

Programme.




Therefore the Ministry of Health has taken a decision to identify the Family Health Bureau as the

National level focal point for the Adolescent and Youth Health Programme within the Ministry of Health.

With this developmeﬁt the preview of the Family Health programme will be expanded to include both
school and out of school adolescents and young persons up to 24 years further facilitating the life course
approach in improving Family Health throughout the life cycle. Its policies and strategies will be

reoriented to accommodate the expansion.

All other relevant directorates of the Ministry of Health will be considered as partners of the programme

within the Ministry of Health in order to provide a good quality service for young persons in the country.

Dr. P. 5. Me
Director Ganera e | e
Ministry of Heaitn
385, "Suwasinpaye :
Rev. Baddegama \Wimalawansa Thero Mawatha,
' Colombo 10.

Director General of Health Services,

Ministry of Health
Copies to: Secretary, Ministry of Education

Secretary, Ministry of Youth Affairs & Skill Development

Add. Secretary, Medical Services, Ministry of Health

Chairman — National Youth Services Council

DDG PHS — I & II, Ministry of Health

DDG Medical Services, Ministry of Health

DDG Planning, Ministry of Health

DDG ET & R, Ministry of Health

DDG Lab Services, Ministry of Health

Director, Health & Nutrition - Ministry of Education

Director, Youth Development, Ministry of Youth Affairs & Skill Development

Country Representative — WHO/UNFPA/UNICEE/World Bank/World Food Programme
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